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Hfl APCOH PETERSOU Afi CO//CC// 
Ktf USAF HASH 9C//ft»S// 

rnro m« usaf wash tc//xoo//xox//PAX// 

1 JCS HASH *C//J3//J£// 

Htf AFSC AUREUS AFO IH//CC//S&//SPS// ! 

H* SAC OFFUTT ArO ME//XP//10// 

ha riAC scott Are il//xp//oo// 

Hfl SAH50 LOS AHSELES AFS CA//CC//LV// 

Ytt//rt// 

MAEROIS VANJEtttEftC AFQ CA//CC// 
OLAS OET 4 HbAM LOS AIKCLES AFI CA// 
XFOL// 

SU3JX MUITARY SPACE LAUMCH CAPABILITY 
1* REFERENCE: 

A. AF/R*S LTR* 'ATLAS C/F UTILIZATION «• gl MR W. 

B. AF/R&S HS6, -SMTCK Of WttP TO ATLAS E/F LAWK* VCMiaC^ 

*TC P101700Z JUL 71. 

2- I« RESPCMSE TO REF 3% AKOfl HAS IPEWTIFIEf AiVAffTAttS AMI 
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DISADVANTAGES OTHER THAN COST OF TRANSFERRING THE DEFENSE RETEORO- 
LOGICAL SATELLITE PROGRAR <BflSPJ FROfl THOR TO ATLAS* SINCE MSP IS 
t TIC ONLY USER Of THE flILITARY SPACE LAUNCH SERVICES PRESENTLY 
PROVIDE* BY ADCOlt* SUCCESSFUL ACTION TRANSFERRING tftSP TO ATLAS 
CONTRACTOR LAUNCH WILL IttPACT CURRENT AND FUTURE IflLITARY SPACE 
ACTIVITIES. THEREFORE * ADDITIONAL INFORRATZON IS INCLUDE! TO 
IDEWTIFY TKE REAL ISSUE AT HAND - WHETHER THE POLICY WHICH 
ESTABLISH!) TKE REdUIREflEHT OF CONTINUING A MILITARY SPACE LAUNCH 
CAPABILITY IS TO BE CHANGED* THIS POLICY QUESTION WAS ANSWERED BY 
THE CONSCIOUS DECISION TO flAINTAIN flILITARY LAUNCH OF DfISP AFTER THE 
TERMNATIOH OF PROGRAR *3? IN 1T7S AND WAS RECONFIRftED LAST YEAR BY 

ENERAL SLAY* AFSC/CC* WHEN HE DIRECTED DRSP TO RAINTAIN ITS BASELINE 
PROGRAM CLE., flILITARY LAUNCH OF DKSP UNTIL PROGRAR TRANSITION TO 
SHUTTLED. THE FUNDARENTAL REASON FOR THESE DECISIONS WAS TO PROVIDE 
A CADRE OF TRAINED PERSONNEL TO ASSUfg FUTURE OPERATIONAL, flILITARY 
SPACE MSSIONS. THE INFORMATION BELOW PROVIDES JUSTIFICATION FOR A 
flILITARY SPACE LAUNCH CAPABILITY. 
3. BACKGROUND: THE SPACE SUPPORT PROGRAJ) CSSPD PROGRAR RANACE- 

nrnr 'directive tasks adcoh to provide thor launch services to 
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APPROVES SATELLITE PROGRA«S. THE 10TH AEROSPACE IEFENSC StfUAIRON 
CIO AEROI>S> VANBEWSERG AFB^ CA, IS THE ABCOH UNIT WHICH PROVIBES TKE 
LAUNCH SERVICES. THE 10 AEROBS SUCCESS RATE IS TO OR 3* OUT OF 31 
THOR LAUNCHES* 22 OF WHICH HAVE BEEN FOR BFISP. UNBER THE SSP* ABCOW 
IS ALLOCATE* 11 THOR BOOSTERS, SIX OF NHICH ARE TO BE USE* IN SUPPORT 
OF BKSP UNTIL ITS PROJECTED TRANSITION TO THE SHUTTLE IN FY 6b. THE 
FIVE REHAIHING BOOSTERS ARE SURPLUS TO PROGRAft H37 ANB NO USER HAS 
BEEN IBEHTIFIEB- SIUCE BflSP IS CURRENTLY THE ONLY USER OF 10 AEROBS 
SPACE LAUNCH SERVICES, SUCCESSFUL ACTION TRANSFERRINS BflSP TO ATLAS 
CONTRACTOR OPERATIONS ABROGATES AIR FORCE POLICY TO HAINTAIN A 
niLITARY SPACE LAUNCH CAPABILITY. 
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5- ADVANTAGES Of TRARSrERRXR* llttP TO ATLAS* 

A. WCREASEI THRUST TO VCI6HT RATIO OF TKC ATLAS tfOUL* ALLO* 

WORE POTERTZAL FOR SATELLITE CROtfTH- 

8* SIttCE »ni? {CLOCK S$«a> IS SIHILAR TO TKE ATLAS LAUKCHEP 
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tiros-n spacecraft only mnor hodifications would be reauired to 
launch wisp oil atlas. further* the dod policy of "convergence" of 
|siwlar satellite prografls could be realize** thus deleting the 

itC£t FOR MSP AS A PROGRAfl UNTO ITSELF* 
L. DISADVANTAGES OF TRANSFERRING t«SP TO ATLAS* 
A. POSSIBLE LOSS OF THE AIR FORCE SPACE LAUKCH CAPABILITY 
UNLESS ADDITIONAL SPACE LAUNCH OR SPACE DEFENSE MISSIONS ARE ASSIGNED. 
8. USE OF FIVE ATLAS E/F BOOSTERS NHICH WGHT 8E SETTER 
UTILIZED AS A COSTIilGENCY FOR HEAVIER SPACECRAFT IN THE EVENT OF 
FURTHER SHUTTLE SCHEDULE SLIPS. 

C* ULTIMATE LOSS OF A TRAINING ENVIRONMENT VHgRE TCLITARY 
. ERSONNEL RECEIVE HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE IN SPACE LAUNCH ENGINEERING i 
PLANNING* MAINTENANCE AN* BOOSTER/SPACECRAFT LIVE-LAUNCH OPERATIONS. 
D- THE TRANSFER NOULD CAUSE A TOTAL DEPENDENCE ON AEROSPACE 
CONTRACTORS FOR EXPENDABLE LAUNCH VEHICLE AND SHUTTLE LAUNCH 
CPCRATIOfiS. 
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f . RCGUIRES CHANGE TO AIR FORCE POLICY CONTRARY TO EXISTING ; 
GUIDANCE PREVIOUSLY REFERENCE*. 
7. STATUS 6U0 ADVANTAGES* 

A. CONTINUED THOR/DHSP OPERATIONS fOLLONS ESTABLISHED POLICY TO 
riAIUTAXI* A rtlLITARY SPACE LAUNCH CAPABILITY AND GUARANTEES ITS « 
EXISTENCE UNTIL DRSP TRANSITIONS TO SHUTTLE. 

B. RETAINS SKILLS REQUIRED TO SUPPORT BOTH RftD AND OPERATIONAL 

mssxoNS. 

C« PROVIDES UWIflUE CAPABILITY TO TRANSITION RED SPACE LAUNCH/ 

J 
SCfEHSE PROGRAH TO AN OPERATIONAL MEAPGW SYSTCfl. 

6. fUHPONERx THE 10AERODS CURRENT flANPONER AUTHORIZATION 

I.E., 1Q OFFICERS* 7 CIVILIANS* A«» 10ft AIR«EN> IS THE NUCLEUS 

NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE VARIOUS MSSIOHS STATED ABOVE* THEREFORE* 

TRANSITIONIHG DflSP TO ATLAS CONTRACTOR LAUNCH OPERATIONS MILL NOT 

RESULT IN tUUPONER SAVINGS OVER THE LONG TERR. 

<U OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE COST DELTA RETKOD USED TO EVALUATE 

THE LAST SERIES Of DHSP HEIGHT 6R0NTH BRIEFINGS INDICATE THAT 

ANOTHER COSTING EVALUATION RETH9D dOULD SE flORE BENEFICIAL IN 

'EX AMNIOS ALL ALTERNATIVES- RECOHRENt AN ECONOWC ANALYSIS BE 
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ACCOMPLISHED IA* AFR V7&-1 TO EVALUATE ALL THE FEASIBLE ALTERNATIVES : 
jAND Aid IN HAKING A DECISION ON THIS SUBJECT. AKOB PERSONNEL MILL 
, BE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST IN DEVELOPING THIS ANALYSIS. IN ADDITION* 
•A BRIEFING IS ALSO AVAILABLE UHICH DISCUSSES THE FUTURE HISS 10 MS 

OF THE AIR FORCE LAUNCH CAPABILITY. 
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